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A Lesson In Life Changes
"Buddha's Lost Children" 

By SUSAN DUNNE | Courant Staff Writer
November 16, 2007

"When it is my time to die, would I have achieved peace of mind?
"

If everyone asked that question, was honest and gave a damn
about the answer, the world would be a wonderful place. Phra
Kru Ba Neua Chai asked, and the answer was no. He cared
enough to change his life. The answer is now yes.

"Buddha's Lost Children" is Phra Kru's story, a documentary
about a beautiful person doing his small part to make the world a
little bit better. (Mark Verkerk's documentary was presented in an Oscar-qualifying run
last week at Real Art Ways and was popular enough to be picked up for a standard
weeklong run starting today.)

Fifteen years ago, Phra Kru was a
top professional kick boxer. After a
friend died, he realized his life was
going nowhere and became a
Buddhist monk. Then he set out to
find his mission in life.

In the woods near the Thai-
Burmese border, he found villages
decimated by poverty and drug
addiction. He saw orphans,
abandoned children and
handicapped boys with no hope for
the future. This is where he built his
Golden Horse Monastery and began
taking in boys. He teaches them to
fight, pray, read, fend off the drug
trade, take care of horses, act like
men instead of boys. Donations are
his only income.

Today, he is so beloved that an
annual festival is held to celebrate
the day he became a monk.

Phra Kru is a true hero. But
"Buddha's Lost Children" also has
an unheralded heroine. Mae Ead is
an angelic nun, always dressed in
white, who takes care of the boys'
everyday needs. But when she has

to, she can be an attack dog on their behalf, browbeating the mean boys of the local
village until they are cowed into submission. Without Mae Ead, Phra Kru would be lost.
What a fabulous woman.

Mae Ead, Phra Kru and the boys take to Verkerk's cameras naturally; there is never any
feeling that they have altered their behavior because they are being watched.

Westerners may be offended by the way Phra Kru cherry-picks the most hopeless boys
from poor families, insisting they come with him and become his novices. The boys cry,
the families cry, but he is insistent, and he usually gets his way. However, this is not our
world, and until we live in that world, it is not our place to judge.

Cynics also might object to the irony of the entire film project, because it places Phra Kru
on a pedestal, offering him up to the kind of adulation that he tells his charges they
should avoid.

To Phra Kru's credit, he does not seem to revel in the praise but merely use this fame to
the boys' advantage and to promote his philosophy of life: "If you gain a position of
influence, one day it will disappear. If you receive honors, one day those honors will fade.
Popularity is just like a straw fire. So when you get the chance, you should take that
brightness and make the poor places, the dark places, bright."
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He certainly does that. "Buddha's Lost Children" will make the influential, the honored,
the popular, feel insignificant. Compared to Phra Kru, who sacrificed worldly goods for
spiritual wholeness, it's difficult for any of us to measure up.

BUDDHA'S LOST CHILDREN is an EMS Films release of a documentary directed by
Mark Verkerk. 97 minutes. Thai with subtitles. Unrated, but with nothing to offend.
Running at Real Art Ways.
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